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CBF Notes…
Caribbean Baptists’ way of
staying in touch.
We will always need your help
in the following ways:

From the CBF President’s Desk



Distribute CBF Notes
as widely as possibly.



Forward the CBF
Notes to your email
contacts.



Post a hard copy of the
CBF Notes on your
church’s bulletin
board.



Send us contributions
about what is
happening at your
National body and
individual churches.



Join our mailing list by
sending your email
address to us.
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From the CBF Executive Secretary Treasurer’s Desk
number of proposals ratified. The opening celebration will
be on the night of November 5 at the Guyana Cultural
Centre with Rev. Ken Cadet as the guest speaker.
A major feature will be a joint effort with the Baptists of
Guyana in the holding of two nights of evangelistic
meetings at the Guyana Cultural Centre with evangelist,
Franklin Small, from Jamaica.

There will be two major presentations. One will be given
by the Rev. Eron Henry on maximizing the use of
technology in advancing the mission and the other by Dr.
Rev. Jules Cassius from Haiti on crime and violence - the
response of the church. I would like to urge Baptists in the
Caribbean and the diaspora to register now and be a part
of what, from all indications, will be a memorable
Assembly.
My fellow Baptists, I remain grateful to you for this
opportunity to serve the kingdom of God through the
Caribbean Baptist Fellowship (CBF) in this its 43rd year
of existence. God remains faithful to us despite the
challenges we continue to experience. Along our journey,
we have benefitted from the hard work and sacrifices of
many Caribbean Baptists too numerous to mention; but
permit me to mention the late Rev. Azariah McKenzie, the
late Rubye Gayle, the Reverends Peter Pinder, Arthur
Edgar, Vincent Wood, and Mrs. Edna McKoy among
others. Today, we are privileged to be building on the
foundation set by these stalwarts.
We express thanks to Faith Clemmings for her short but
productive stint as a part-time administrative assistant in
the CBF office. In the same breath, we welcome Miss
Santana Morris as fulltime administrator, after being
promoted to this position effective August 2014 following
a short period as a part-time administrative assistant. We
are grateful to our new administrator for the work she has
done to resuscitate the CBF website.
The "Friends of CBF" membership category has been
implemented. So far, ten persons have signed up. I
encourage others to come on board.
Plans are progressing satisfactorily for the CBF General
Assembly planned for Princess Guyana International
Hotel in Georgetown, Guyana from November 5-9, 2014.
At the Assembly, new officers for the next five years will
be elected, the constitution will be reviewed, reports will
be received from departments and committees and a

The month of July was a busy one for our women's and
youth departments as they gathered in Jamaica and
Dominica, respectively, for their conference and festival.
We say thanks to Sharlene Cartwright of the Turks and
Caicos Islands for her service to the CBF Youth
Department as president. In the same breath, we welcome
Jody Guerero-McKenna, from Trinidad and Tobago, to
the presidency of the CBF Youth Department.
Let us continue to unite as Baptists in order to bear
authentic witness to the presence of the kingdom of God
in our region.
Shalom!

Everton Jackson
Everton Jackson (Rev.)

Thought:
“When you live for a strong purpose, then hard work
isn’t an option. It is a necessity”. Steve Pavlina
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In the night, the conferees were
made aware by Founder of
Samaritan’s Feet, Mr. Emmanuel
“Manny” Ohonme, that their past
does not determine or dictate their
future; they can choose their
decisions but they cannot choose
their consequences… “DREAM
BIG”.
Friday was another full day of activities, starting with a
Bible Study from host pastor, the Rev. David Serrant. He
alerted the youth, that the devil has come to steal, kill and
destroy and encouraged them
to bring honour and glory to
Jesus Christ.
The 10th Caribbean Baptist Fellowship Youth Festival was
held in Roseau, Dominica, from July 23-27, 2014 under
the theme: ‘Youth on Fire-Fully Ignited, Radically
Engaged’. The opening night started off with a grand
atmosphere of joyous praise and worship from the
Dominican hosts, in which youth were consumed by the
fire which was ignited. The President, Sis Sharlene
Cartwright of The Turks & Cacios Islands gave a warm
welcome to the Festival. This was followed by their
opening challenge by guest speaker, Rev. Diana Francis of
The Bahamas, who encouraged us to take stock of our
spiritual inventory, reminding us with surety, that we can
always return to the source to replenish what we need
when it runs out but also resolving to sever ties with
persons who may seek to drain their spiritual
development.

The morning continued with
a panel discussion promoting
sexual purity with the title,
“No Ring, No Ting....”.
Participants were encouraged
to ask questions freely of the
diverse panel on this sensitive, yet
exciting, topic which the church must
adequately address.

On Thursday morning, there was a shift to the regular
agendas of the Youth Festivals, as none of the previous
Festivals included the element of ‘missions’. Later in the
afternoon, participants went out in numbers, to assist the
children of Dominica, with the group from Samaritan’s
Feet and Samford University, USA.

Later in the day, persons
were encouraged to continue
with the various mission trips
of Samaritan’s Feet or to
visit children’s homes and
the children’s hospital. In the
evening, they experienced a
diverse array of culture from
the
different
territories
including: song, dance,
drama and food.

One participant stated that this mission demonstrated to
him that there are many ways to save souls for the
kingdom of God and they truly are a representation of the
love of Jesus. The secretary of the Youth Department, JoyAnn Wood, stated, “We were challenged to share the love
of Jesus as we washed the feet of the children and,
thereafter, present them with the delight of a new pair of
shoes.”

Thereafter, five workshops were offered
with topics such as, ‘eat your food’ which
dealt with prayer & personal devotions
for spiritual development, ‘spreading the fire with
evangelism’, ‘dance ministry’, ‘success in ministry’ and
‘choosing careers’.

On Saturday morning, the Baptist World Alliance
(BWA) Youth Director, Rev. Emmett Dunn, expressed
the consequences of non-engagement, comparing the
church and the Bible’s outlook of poverty with how we
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can be advocates in today’s society for change in this
vulnerable area of ministry. They were encouraged to step
out of their comfort zone and get engaged, being less
concerned with “doing” but to ask themselves “what is it
that Jesus is asking me to ‘BE’?”

about the love of God from anywhere else except from
you. Hold onto the Word of God, the word which you
received at this festival. Hold onto God himself when you
feel discouraged. You have to declare like Jacob, “I won’t
let go until you bless my soul”.

In the evening the participants gathered as one body of
youth on fire as they marched through the streets of
Roseau and worshipped together at Harlem Plaza with
Dominican gospel artistes Mr. Excellence, GodSent and
others. Another awesome worship experience!

The conference ended in great jubilation
as the band sounded the theme song,
F.I.R.E, led by Kalvin, one more time, as
the auditorium was filled with smiles,
whistles blowing, youth shouting,
jumping, waving and repeating, “We say
we on FIRE……ain’t no wata outing us!!”

The closing ceremony on Sunday ended on a fiery note as
that of the opening ceremony. This time, Rev. Randy
Rodney of Trinity Baptist Church of Dominica blazed the
stage as he challenged the youth using John 12:24.
He emphasized that, “…..unless a seed dies it remains
alone…” and “when the seed dies the radical comes
out…this radical thing comes from inside of you…”
He further highlighted the need for a radical change on the
inside, a change we must make before we get engaged!
The ‘radical’ can remove the ‘mess’ many of us encounter
in our daily lives, the things we sometimes do not wish
people to know; but most seeds grow best in the dark.
However, once one gets radically engaged one WILL
bring forth fruit. The closing question was: “Is your soul,
spirit and mind ignited?” “Everything on you return
because nothing that dies, dies partially”. Tears streamed
from the eyes of youth during the altar call after this
stirring sermon, as they committed and re-committed their
lives to God, to be fully ignited and radically engaged on
their return home.
Thereafter, the newly-elected president, Jody Guerero, of
Trinidad & Tobago, concluded the Festival by
empowering the youth as they departed to return home.
“.....Right now, I speak life over every soul in here today
in the name of Jesus. We need to speak life over ourselves,
over our families, over each other and
over our situations....My prayer is that
you return to your territories fully ignited
and radically engaged. I pray that you
take that fire and consume your youth
groups, consume your schools, your jobs,
your homes. Take it to the next level and
consume your communities because there
may be persons who will never know

This was indeed a spiritual experience in
which youth from the Caribbean became
Fully Ignited and Radically Engaged. See you, God
willing, in 2017!
In three years, our 11th Caribbean Baptist Youth Festival
will be celebrated in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
under the leadership of the following persons as the 20142017 Executive:









President: Jody Mckenna ( Trinidad & Tobago)
Vice President - Peter Panthier (Dominica) ·
Secretary - Joy Ann Wood (Barbados)
Treasurer - Cydnee McMillan (Trinidad and
Tobago)
Director of Evangelism - Gifford Marshall
(Guyana)
Director of Arts & Music - Kalvin Deriviver
(Dominica)
North Western Directors: Derri-Ann Palmer
(Jamaica) and Deno Cartwright ( The Bahamas)
South Western Directors: Nadia Mark
(Grenada) and Valcia Johnson (Guadeloupe)

NEWLY-ELECTED YOUTH EXECUTIVES
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Council of Churches and chairman of Jamaica National
Heritage Trust, among many others.
In 1990, Russell took up the positions of professor of
historical theology and dean of chapel at Eastern Baptist
Theological Seminary (now Palmer Theological
Seminary) near Philadelphia in the United States. He also
became interim and then senior pastor of Saints Memorial
Baptist Church, near Philadelphia, for more than 20 years.

Horace Russell of Jamaica is a graduate of Calabar
Theological College, Regent’s Park College and
University of Oxford. After completing his studies in the
United Kingdom, Horace returned to Jamaica in 1958 and
became the first fulltime Jamaica-born tutor at Calabar. He
served as general secretary of the Student Christian
Movement. During his stinct as general secretary, he
helped to establish branches in Haiti, The Bahamas,
Trinidad &Tobago, and Barbados.
Russell played a leading role in the establishment of the
United Theological College of the West Indies (UTCWI)
in the mid-1960s, an inter-denominational theological
seminary for Christian churches in the Caribbean formed
from “antecedent colleges.” In 1972, he was appointed the
third president of UTCWI, the first person of African
descent to serve in this capacity.
In 1976, Horace accepted a call as pastor for the historic
East Queen Street Baptist Church in downtown Kingston,
which shares origins of Baptist witness in Jamaica. He was
instrumental in the establishment of the Edgewater,
Waterford and Delacree Road Baptist Churches as well as
the Benevolent Fund used to give aid to the needy and the
J.A. Leo-Rhynie Scholarship Fund which offers assistance
to needy students at tertiary institutions.
Horace served both church and state with distinction in a
number of areas. These include, chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Baptist-affiliated Calabar All Age
School; vice president of the Jamaica Baptist Union;
chairman of the Broadcast committee of JBU; member of
BWA commissions including Baptist Heritage and
Identity, Baptists Against Racism and member of the
Academic and Theological Education Workgroup;
member of Faith and Order Commission of the World

He holds professional status with the American Society of
Church History and the American Baptist Historical
Society and has had long association with the Society for
the Study of Black Religion, the Marcus Garvey
Foundation and the World Association for Christian
Communication. Horace has held lectureships and
consultancies with, among others, Cambridge University
in England, Andover-Newton Theological Seminary in
Massachusetts, Michigan State University and the
National Council of Churches USA.
This notable Caribbean theologian, church historian,
pastor, husband of Beryl Redman for more than 55 years,
and father of three children - Elizabeth, Heather and
Jonathan- can be described as a Caribbean pioneer and
renaissance man decorated by the Government of Jamaica
with the Commander of the Order of Distinction for his
commitment to religion and public service.
The Caribbean Baptist Fellowship NOTES salutes the
Rev. Dr. Horace Russell as the Caribbean Baptist
personality for this issue.
DID YOU KNOW?
1. The Caribbean Baptist Fellowship was
formally constituted at a meeting held at the
Conference Centre of the Florida Baptist
Convention, Lake Yale, Florida, U.S.A., on
April 13, 1970.
2. The Caribbean Baptist Fellowship as a
regional entity, was formally approved at the
Baptist World Alliance (BWA) meeting held
in Tokyo, Japan in July 1970.
3. The late Rev. Azariah McKenzie, was the first
Executive Secretary/Treasurer for the
Caribbean Baptist Fellowship.
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 Feeding Programme
The Baptist Convention of Guyana (BCG) has been in
existence since 1973.
Its offices are located in
Georgetown, the Capital City of Guyana. The Convention
celebrated its 40th Anniversary from October 14-20, 2013,
with a week of activities. The theme was “Faithful
Service to a Faithful God as we build up the Local
Church.” Our emphasis for 2014 has been on Christian
Education.
At present, the Convention is comprised of 23 established
churches and 15 missions with approximately 3000
members. These churches and missions can be found in
all 10 regions of Guyana from the Corentyne to Lethem.
The Mission of the BCG is to provide a collective
organizational structure for Baptists; to devise and
recommend measures for spiritual and numerical growth;
and to develop mission programs so that churches may
carry out the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Baptist Convention of Guyana provides ministries to
men, women, youth and children through its Evangelistic,
Christian Education, Pastoral Development and Camping
programs.
The Convention has an annual Family Fun Day which is
normally held in July. Several churches and missions host
Vacation Bible School during the August holidays.
Leadership retreats for the women and youth are normally
held as well as men’s conference in February. The Annual
Assembly of the Convention is held in October of each
year featuring programmes for men, women and youths.
The Camping program consists of Women’s Camp in
April and Youth and Young Adult Camps during the
August holidays.
The Convention enjoys working with other Baptists in the
Caribbean and around the world; as such, is affiliated with
the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship and the Baptist World
Alliance.

AMONG THE SPECIAL PROGRAMMES ARE:
Central Baptist Church
 Radio Ministry on four radio stations
 Prison Ministry (Juveniles)
 Distribution of evangelical messages and song on
CDs
 Hospital Ministry

Bartica Baptist Church
 Prison Ministry
Enterprise Baptist Church
 Outreach
Wismar Baptist Church
 Hearing Impaired Church
 Reading Programme
 Theological Training

CBF Notes Page 7

delegates were entertained with a variety of Jamaican
cultural art forms such as drama, monologues, Folk Songs
and Dance. These items were showcased by students of
various Baptist educational institutions.
The Opening Ceremony was chaired by Miss Yvonne
Pitter, President of Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union.
There was a roll call of the countries and each island
represented walked with their countries flag while the
anthems of the respective countries were sung.

2014 Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union
(CBWU) Conference
The Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union was started in the
year 1980 on the island of Barbados, with a mission to
promote a wider fellowship and increase spiritual growth
among Caribbean Baptist Women. Since its inception, the
Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union (CBWU) has
congregated annually for conferences. This year, the 34th
Annual Conference was held in Montego Bay, Jamaica
from July 16 – 21. Delegates represented nine countries:
The Bahamas, Barbados, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Jamaica,
San Andres, St Vincent & the Grenadines, Trinidad &
Tobago, the Turks & Caicos Islands. One Hundred and
Forty Four women were in attendance, with another ten
visiting daily. The Executive Director and the President
of Baptist World Alliance Women’s Department, Miss
Patsy Davis and Mrs. Raquel Contreras, respectively, were
in attendance. Other distinguished guests included the
Rev. Dr. Burchell Taylor, a Vice President of the Baptist
World Alliance and Featured Speaker for the conference,
Rev. Everton Jackson, Executive Secretary Treasurer of
the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship and Mrs. Jacinth Wood,
Vice President of the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship.
The theme of the conference
was “In Step with the Spirit Living in God’s Favour” with
reference Scriptures’ Psalms
5:1-12; Luke 2:7-14; 1
Corinthians 15:3-10 and 1
Kings 10:1-9. The conference
commenced with a warm
welcoming ceremony by the
host country Jamaica. The

The guest speaker, the Rev. Dr Burchell Taylor, delivered
a powerful message based on Galatians 5:25 & 26. The
delegates were challenged to imitate Paul’s life as people
who live by the Spirit, and walk by the Spirit. We were
reminded that we ought to speak the truth in love, to be
angry and not sin, never lose our dignity or self-respect
even when angry. Rev. Dr. Taylor encouraged the
delegates to remember that the Spirit is the promised
living active, enabling, empowering, indwelling,
enriching, power of God among us. He concluded that
when you are marked with the Spirit then like Christ,
meekness and strength of character will come forth.
At the business meeting, a decision was taken to have
conferences of the Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union
biennially from 2014, instead of annually due to the
current economic downturn experienced in many
Caribbean islands. The nomination committee presented
candidates for the 2015 – 2020 term of office. The officers
who were elected are:
President: Miss Yvonne Pitter
Vice President: Mrs. Avra Bernard
Secretary: Mrs. Karlene Edwards-Warrick
Treasurer: Mrs. Marjorie Fletcher
Vice Presidents at Large: Mrs. Sabrina Pinder
Mrs. Sherrian Munroe
In keeping with the strategic operation plan to empower
our women through training. Workshops were conducted
on the Effects of Domestic Violence, Empowering
Women with Unsaved Spouses, Embracing your
Womanhood and Basic and Advanced Computer
Training. The ladies thoroughly enjoyed these sessions
and promised to share the information when they returned
to their countries. A time of testimonies culminated the
evening’s proceedings.
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The colour scheme of the Prayer Breakfast was aqua and
the women of the Caribbean attended outfitted in the
various ocean shades of aqua. Dr. Wilman Grandison
officiated at the morning’s proceedings. The guest speaker
was President of the BWA Women’s Department, Mrs.
Racquel Contreras, who based her message on Luke 1:2638. She told the women that nothing is impossible with
God. Referring to Mary, the mother of Jesus, who was
favoured by God, Sis. Contreras said that she was different
and had a special relationship with God. Prayer for
families, children, society, unemployment, and young
people were lifted around the breakfast tables.
On Saturday, the women engaged in outreach to Garland
Hall Home, Blossom Garden Children’s Home and
Lilliput. Street witnessing was also carried out in
downtown Montego Bay.
A cultural explosion took place on Saturday evening with
the ladies of the various islands presenting a bit of their
culture at the Cultural Night Experience.
The delegates participated in Sunday morning worship at
various Baptist churches. The conference concluded on
Sunday evening with the closing ceremony. President
Yvonne Pitter was the featured speaker and reminded the
delegates that God’s favour was upon the children of
promise (Psalm 5:12), and that in order to live in God’s
favour we must position ourselves through prayer, faith,
obedience and patience. The installation of the new
officers was followed by prayer for the new executive. A
torchlight procession was done across the conference hall,
symbolizing that we are the light of the world and that we
must continue to shine as we return to our various islands.
Karlene Edwards-Warrick
Secretary, Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union
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presidents were elected by the Council. Among those
elected were Anselm Warrick of Trinidad & Tobago and
Jules Casseus of Haiti, to represent the Caribbean region.

CARIBBEAN BAPTISTS ATTENDED BWA
ANNUAL GATHERING

Ten Caribbean Baptists, including the Baptist World
Alliance (BWA) General Secretary Neville and his wife,
Dulcie, as well as the BWA communications director Eron
were among the Baptists participating in the BWA Annual
Gathering held in Izmir in Turkey, from July 6-12, 2014.
Rev. Everton Jackson, Executive Secretary/Treasurer
(EST) of CBF reported to the General Council,
highlighting among other things the acceptance of three
member bodies from the Caribbean into the global family
at the BWA Annual Gathering held in Jamaica in 2013.
The EST called attention to the efforts of the Fellowship
to establish a Baptist Historical centre and the
implementation of a theological programme designed to
equip pastors and church leaders.

Neville Callam was re-elected by the BWA General

NEWLY-ELECTED VICE PRESIDENTS

Council to another five years in office as BWA General
Secretary. Callam, a Jamaican, became the first person
who is neither North American nor European to lead the
global Baptist organization when he was elected in 2007
at the BWA General Council meeting in Accra, Ghana.
His new term will run from 2015-2020.
An important feature of BWA annual gatherings is the
presentation of the Denton and Janice Lotz Human Rights
Award. The recipient of the award at the 2014 Annual
Gathering was Ilie Coada, a Baptist pastor in Moldova
who worked tirelessly against human trafficking and the
sex trade in his country. Coada established the Bethania
Christian Relief Association to manage and run his various
projects, opened a shelter for vulnerable girls, many fresh
out of orphanages, to reside and to continue their
education. He also founded a community and children's
centre that offers after-school and summer programmes,
including tutoring, to more than 500 children.

CARIBBEAN DELEGATES

At the 2014 Gathering, Ngedla Paul Msiza of South
Africa was elected by the BWA General Council, as the
second African in the
history of the BWA, as
president
elect
to
assume office at the 21st
Baptist World Congress
to be held in Durban,
South Africa. Msiza will
succeed John Upton of
the United States. In
addition, 12 vice
NEWLY-ELECTED PRESIDENT
NGEDLA PAUL MSIZA

The global Baptist family also celebrated the reception of
four new members in Izmir. These were the Baptist
Evangelical Community in Central Africa, formed in 2009
and comprising 40,000 members in 150 churches; the
Emmanuel Baptist Church of Ethiopia, which has 20,000
members in 49 churches; Chin Baptist Churches USA with
8,500 members in 63 churches and the Irish Baptist
Network which was granted associate membership status.
The BWA now has 231 full member organizations in 121
countries and territories.
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